
The Honorable Kip Averitt
P.O. Box 12068
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
Representative Jim Keffer
Capitol Office 
Room EXT E2.418
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768

Texas Railroad Commission

Mr. John James Tintera, P.G.

Assistant Director for Technical Permitting

P. O. Box 12967

Austin, Texas 78711-2967

Ms. Maribel Chavez

Fort Worth District Engineer

Texas Department of Transportation

P. O. Box 6868

Fort Worth, TX 76115

County Judge Andy Rash

Hood County Courthouse
100 East Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Commissioner Dick Roan

Hood County Annex I
Room 13
1410 West Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Commissioner Leonard Heathington

Hood County Annex I
Room 13
1410 West Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Sheriff Gene Mayo

Hood County Law Enforcement Center
400 North Gordon Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Mr. Mike Massey, Board President

Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District

P. O. Box 1786

Granbury, Texas 76048

Mr. Matt Baker, Director

Office of Compliance and Enforcement

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

MC-219

P. O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Mr. Tony Walker

Regional Director

Region Four Office

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

2309 Gravel Drive

Fort Worth, Texas 76118-6951

Office of the Regional Director

U.S. NRC Region IV
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Texas Health Resources Tower
611 Ryan Plaza, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011-4005

Subject: WEC, Inc. Proposed Underground Saltwater Disposal Permit
                TRRC #12263

                 Hood County, Texas

Dear Sir or Madam:
My family and I reside in Hood County, Texas, and live just off of Highway 167, known as the Fall Creek Highway, in the Pecan Plantation development, a neighborhood comprised of about 6,000 residents. 
As a matter of background, Highway 167, which directly serves approximately 10,000 local area residents in the Fall Creek Community, is considered an official Evacuation Route under existing Federal and local Emergency Response Plans, which address such emergencies as a required evacuation arising from the nearby Comanche Peak nuclear power plant. 
Highway 167, designed decades ago for a much smaller community with no oilfield operations envisioned, is now woefully inadequate for even the existing traffic, as evidenced by numerous recent serious accidents which include multiple fatalities. Incidents of trucks traveling at high speeds along the curved portions of Highway 167 are commonplace, with many residents complaining of being forced off the road to avoid collisions. 

Recently, WEC, Inc., known as “WEC”, has filed both a W-1 Drilling Permit and a W-14 Disposal Permit, known as Permit #12263, with the Texas Railroad Commission (TRRC), for the purpose of “Disposing of Non-Hazardous Oil and Gas Waste by Injection into a Porous Formation not Productive of Oil and Gas”, on a 6.38 acre lease known as “Acton SWD”, located near Matlock Road and Highway 167, near Acton, Texas, in Hood County. The TRRC, on February 28th, 2008, requested that material inaccuracies in the reporting of the disposal well location shown on the W-1 and W-14 be corrected. It is fully anticipated that WEC will provide the TRRC with corrections in the very near future, thus enabling the TRRC to make a decision on permit approval.

If approved, WEC “Disposal Operations” will dramatically increase the amount of large oilfield tanker trucks operating in excess of standard weight limits on Highway 167 and some county roads such as Matlock and Massey Road, and if allowed will dramatically compound an already serious and potentially deadly situation. Based on daily injection rate figures contained in the permit application, these operations could add between 150 to 200 additional tanker trucks to Highway 167. 
As a resident of the Fall Creek Community, I would like to inform you in the strongest terms of my objection to the Disposal Operations now proposed by WEC. I would like to request that your office work with all involved Federal, State and Local governmental agencies and entities that may have jurisdiction in both this specific matter and any associated public safety concerns involving Highway 167, including but not limited to the Texas Railroad Commission, the Texas Department of Transportation, the Texas Department of Public Safety, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, the Hood County Commissioners Court, the Hood County Sheriff’s Department and other State legislators, to take whatever steps are legally possible to prevent or at least limit any additional detriment to public safety along Highway 167 as a result of the Disposal Operations. Such actions could include outright denial of the TRRC Permits, enforcement of traffic laws and weight limits, the establishment of dedicated law enforcement to focus on Highway 167, redeployment of special DPS patrols, new legislative efforts, re-examination of the TRRC permitting process itself, etc. 

While I do not have in hand a definitive solution to this complex problem, it is my intent to clearly communicate to you and all involved parties that based on serious public safety concerns, I do request that this matter be taken very seriously with all possible steps taken to remedy the issues created by the proposed Disposal Operations.

Thank you in advance for any assistance you may provide in this matter. Please feel free to contact me should you have any further questions.

Sincerely,
XXXXXX
(Please revise as you see fit, sign, date and include your contact information.)
